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WHAS Annual Bird-A-Thon

By Margaret Green

May 15 began very early for the “Green-winged Wiaekers” who launched
at 5:45 AM in Seaside, Oregon. The team of JolthMargaret Green and Larry Bran
began what would be an epic journey of 300 milesei@rch of sea and shore birds tha
would give them a “wing up” on Darrel Whipple, DseiCaldwell, Cheryl Chambers,
Danny Mjelde, Henry Horvat and Lona Pierce, “Ddsré&listinctive Dodo’s”, the team
covering more inland terrain. Steve Puddicombeghtlase to home in Grays River, b
added some very impressive birds to our overall lis

A cold drizzle fell steadily on the coastal teamd avas enough to dampen
spirits, but the competitive juices were flowingwe forged on to prove our competen
and make those trusting pledges proud. The Wiskers found Tufted Puffin and
Black Oystercatchers at Haystack Rock, 3 Scoteriepat the Cove in Seaside, and &
exciting target bird, the Wren Tit at Lake Coffenpat Fort Stevens State Park.

We then headed for Tokeland but bombed with ordpécies after 4 hours of
driving, but forged on to Altoona for White Pelicario no avail. The songbirds were
not showing themselves either, but when wandend 5 hours in a day, you are bouf
to find birds. We were having fun — birding, everthese conditions, is a fabulously
enjoyable pursuit. The only break in the cloudsiay hit at 7:45 PM and we picked up
5 new species (including Yellow Warbler) just befalusk. It is amazing what a little b
of light will do to heighten the spirits of bird @rirder alike.

Last Whistler Mailing for
National-Only Members

The WHAS Board of Directors
recently made a difficult decision
regarding publication of thé/histler
newsletter. Due to the rising costs of
mailing and publication, we will soon
be sending th&Vhistleronly to mem-

Currently we spend many more dollars
on mailings to National-only members
than direct chapter members, many of
whom are now opting to receive the
newsletter via electronic link.
A decision by National

Audubon Society (NAS) to have none
of your NAS dues share go to local

us to focus the use of our financial
resources on the local efforts. Nationg
only members* are still part of our
chapter and invited to partake of the
newsletter at our web site
www.willapahillsaudubon.organd to
join in any of our activities. You can
still subscribe to our electronic version
by going to the above WHAS website
and sign up for it on th@/histlerpage.
Even better, to continue receiving the
Whistler, join the local chapter (see
page 2) and support our local educatio
conservation and other activities.

We welcome your participation.

*You are a National-only member if
your Whistler mailing label is without

also receive the “Audubon Magazine”,

bers who contribute to our local chaptq

chapter programs and efforts, is forcing

an expiration date on the first line. You

whereas chapter-only members do not.

r.

The “Green-winged Wisecrackers” ended the day @@lspecies. “Darrel’s
Distinct Dodos” found 95, including two rails, Rimgcked Pheasant, California Quail
some great woodpeckers, and a White-breasted Mhthdthen came a really pleasant
surprise from Steve Puddicombe over in Gray's Rivi@rst hanging out near the home
front, Steve got over 40 species adding some sumes to the overall list, including
American Dipper, Peregrine Falcon, Barn Owl, Bamkafow, and Gray Jay. Steve's §
additional gave us a chapter Bird-a-thon total33!1Not bad for our very first year.
Next year’s mantra: more teams, more folks, morgshimore fun, and more money!

To see a complete species list of birds found guutowvebsite at...

In this issue of theWhistler:

2 Member Form, WHAS News;

3 Birding Steigerwald NWR

4 Wildlife Sightings; Tid Bits

5 Book Review: Sandhill and
Whooping Cranes

6 WHAS Programs and Field Trips;

Making your Windows safe for Birds

...continued on page 4- WHAS Bird-A-Th
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Support our mission, join WHAS today!

Check type of Membership:

1 New Chapter MembershiZWHAS ($20checl for annual membership)
[ Renewal Chapter MembershigHAS ($20checl for annual membershjp
[ 1 would like to support the work of Willapdills Audubon Society.

Enclosed is my additional donation$f

Membership includes 6 issuesafr newsletteWILLAPAWHISTLERannually.
We are a 501(c) (3) ngprofit corporation. All dues and donations are daxluctibli O
Formembership in National Audubon Society vhttp://www.audubon.org/

Please indicate amew information:

| prefer you contaame by:

00 Phone

0 Email

0 Mall

Other options:

| prefer to receive thWHISTLERby email
(Add your email address bela

Please make your check payable to:

WILLAPA HILLS AUDUBON SOCIETY or WHAS andmail to:

1 Contact mebou volunteer opportunities
[0 Add me to youannouncement email list*

WHAS-Membership, PO Box 399/ ongview, WA 98632. -

Name Telephone

Address Email

City State Zip Y14:7XCH rev. 2007

Thank you for supporting your local Audubon chapter -- Willapa Hills Audubon Society!
We will not share your contact information wihyone

*) To announceccasionalreminders and toommunicat last minute schedule
changes due to weather or other issues for Whl§ram and field trips.

<

OFFICERS

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

OTHER

Co-President:
360-200-4580
Co-President:
360-577-7720

Larry Brandt
Ibrandt@centurytel.n

StepherGlucoft
sglucoft@comcast.net

Secretary: Charlotte Person:
360-431-1174 secretary@apahillsaudubon.ol
Treasurer: PamelaWright
360-560-3772  treasurer@apahillsaudubon.ol
Director at Large: RussKastberg

360-430-5541
Director at Large:
360-423-3556

director-a@llapahillsaudubon.oi
Larry Turner
lturner2@aol.com
Director at Large: Alan Richards
360-4847119 birdcounts@willapahillsaudubon
Conservation Chair: StevePuddicombe
503-465-2205 conservation@willapahillsaudubon.
Stewardship Chair: Larry Turner
360-423-3556 lturner2@aol.com

Program Chair: Bob Arnsdorf
360-414-2728  programs@willapahillsaudubon.c
Field Trip Chair: John Green

360-575-9238  jgreen2317@aol.com
Membership Chair: Gloria Nichols
360-636-379 jgnt@comcast.n

Education Chair: Darrel Whipple
503-556-9838 educatiov@apabhillsaudubon.oi
Finance/History Chair: Betty Mayfield
503-556-6841 financa@lapahillsaudubon.ot

Newsletter: Ludger Wéhrmann
360-423-7004 newslettex@lapahillsaudubon.ol
Publicity: StephenGlucoft

360-577-7720 sglucoft@comcast.net

Indian Slough StewardshipRuss & Ann Kastberg
360-274-7091 nelsoncreek@apahillsaudubon.oi
Bird Counts: Alan Richards
360-484-7119  birdcounts@llapahillsaudubon.oi

Wildlife Sightings: John Green
360-795-8009 jgreen2317@aol.com
Website: LudgerWoéhrmann

360-423-7004 webmaster@apahillsaudubon.ol

**) Not active at this time -- To allow members to
announce and discuss items of geninterest.

WHAS Board

Highlights of WHAS Board Meeting June 11, 2011 at Julia Butlel
Hanson Wildlife Refuge
By Charlotte Person:

TheWHAS Board made the difficult decision to stop senc
hard copies of theVhistlernewsletter to National Audub Society
(NAS) members who do not alsontribute t our WHAS chapter
(see the article in this Whistler issu€his will save money, blalso
the volunteer time it takes to trathese membe. New NAS
members and those who renew membership will rece
complementary hard copy scethhave the opportunity to see chaj
activities and decide to join our chapter.

Other board action was approval for recommendatio
Columbia Land trust by the Indian Jack/Nelson Cremkmittee
regarding buildings there to be salvaged or destic

The board also expressed appreciation for the wbnkany
committees, including educational presentationsyéeent many ar
varied programs, an inventory of WHAS equipmerg, 2012 WHAS
calendar, an application with Longview School Dittto NASfor a
Toyota Green Innovation grant to restore habitdVake Robir
Outdoor Education facility, and our first annuatdgithon in man
years.

Receive the Whistler by email

Willapa Hills Audubon Society now offers deliverf/the Willapa
Whistlernewsletter by email. THeWhistler' offers enhanced
viewing with color photos and graphics as wellias links to
referenced websites and ema¥su will receivean email announcing
the availability of theVhistleron the WHAS website with a link

the webpagéhat will open in your default web browser. You caad
the Whistleronline or save it to your computer for later bravgsi
Archived Whistlersareavailable on the WHAS websiteend your

full name and email address to our Membership Chair, Gl

Nichols atjgnt@comcast.net
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Birding Steigerwald NWR Area

By Wilson Cady, Vancouver Audubon Society

The protection of the Steigerwald Lake area was the
first conservation project taken on by the Vancouvedubon
Society when the chapter was formed in 1975. Tamsyef work
led to it becoming a National Wildlife Refuge, and2009 it was
opened to the public. This formerly seasonal fldauiplake,
located on the eastern boundary of Washougal,ark@ounty,
is the southernmost spot in the state. With itafion at the
mouth of the Columbia Gorge and at the foot of@lascade
Mountain Range a migration crossroads is createdsB
following along the foothills and those travelifgdugh the near
sea level break in the mountains may be encountexesl Over
200 species have been recorded on this 1,049 eftiger
including White-faced Ibis, Surf Scoter, White-ailKite, Red-
shouldered Hawk, Gyrfalcon, American Avocet, Blamcked
Stilt, Gray Flycatcher, Black Phoebe, Sage Thrasiret Lesser
Goldfinch.

The first birding stop is at Steamboat Landing Hask
east of milepost 16 on the Lewis and Clark High\tdighway
14). This park on the Columbia River has a floafisging dock
from which you can scan the Columbia River for Isogrebes,
and diving ducks over the rocky reef just downstre@he
parking lot here gives you access to the west étigeadike that
now separates Steigerwald Lake from the Columbi@RiThere
is a road on top of the dike that is open to thielipdor about 3.5
miles as a walking, biking, and equestrian pathnalocross any
fences onto Refuge or private property. You cao atsess the
dike from several other spots to reach the birdimots with
much shorter walks.

To get to these access points return to the Highamaly
drive east to the 32nd Street entrance into thedfor
Camas/Washougal on your right. Right after you uffrihe
Highway there is a pull-off on the right side oéttoad that
affords views of a remnant channel of Gibbon’s &ré&n the
right side of the road the creek is tree and blingtd, check for
Green Herons and Wood Ducks on the floating logs an
overhanging branches. Across the road the creekthoeugh a
large marsh where bitterns and rails are commonti@aee south
on 32nd Street to the dike where there is a parkingnd a trail
over the dike to Capt. William Clark Park on Cottmod Beach.
Between the dike and the sandy beach there istangwe
riparian forest of cottonwood, ash, and willowsisTtorest is
excellent in migration for passerines and BullodRisoles are
conspicuous nesters. Camping is allowed here withrenit from
the Port of Camas/Washougal, 24 South A St. Wasilp885-
2196.

To walk the dike you can either leave your vehiole
the beach parking lot or park at one of the tweotbad
accesses that are farther east. As you head &astipoe is Reed
Island, an undeveloped State Park with a Great Beren
Rookery. Check the shallow protected waters betwieeisland
and the dike for loons, grebes, and diving duckkthe open
fields for geese, cranes, and raptors. Along tke tliere are
white posts with mileage marks on them, the barmsile 1.25
often have wintering sparrows around them. Judtthase barns
the refuge property begins, and there is a shaedrtail Lake

which is good for nesting American Bittern and wiimg water-
fowl. The Gibbons Creek Art Trail goes from hereoss the
refuge to the visitor’s parking lot on Highway Jdescription
of the Art Trail is given below starting from theghway 14
parking lot. At milepost 2 is the Gibbon’s CreekliriLadder
which allows salmon and steelhead to pass ovalikee The
east entrance to the Northern section of the GibliZneek Art
Trail is here too, be aware that this section efttil is closed
from October 1st to May 1st to protect winteringge from
disturbance. A large Purple Martin colony nearftble ladder
has produced enough birds that they have re-cadrtlze snags
on refuge, one of the few spots in Washington tihey use
natural cavities for nesting. The cottonwood fomsthe refuge
is in long rows parallel to the river and mark whaegtre the tops
of sandbars when this area flooded on an annua. béere you
may find nesting House Wren, White-breasted Nuthaiod
Lazuli Buntings. In another .5 mile you will comed fence
across the dike marking private property where wdlhave to
turn around and return to your vehicle.

Drive past the park to the west end of the roadrevhe
you can climb the dike to check for shorebirdstm €olumbia
River sandbars, when exposed during low water. Rfwike
looking North you can see part of the old creekncleh with a
bridge-like weir that keeps debris from reaching plumps that
help keep the industrial area dry. Green Heronshpen this
weir and can sometimes be seen roosting on thelmrams
beneath it.

Go back to 32nd St. and North to the highway and tu
right. At milepost 17.5 are the Washougal Sewaggobas, you
can view these from the entrance road or from thbevimy
shoulder. Wood Ducks are abundant in both sprimgsaimmer;
other birds seen here have included White-facesj Thifted
Duck, Long-tailed Duck, Black Phoebe, and Palm Wéarb

Along the highway as you travel east the shoulsler i
wide enough that you can safely park to scan thagecfields.
The entrance to the Refuge Visitor's Parking lctisnilepost
18.1. There is an informational kiosk where you czad about
the refuge and pick up maps and checklists. Hevecgo see
how Gibbon’s Creek was put into a raised aqueduget it
across the wetlands at a height sufficient to dleadike at the
Columbia River. From the Visitor's Parking Lot t&&bbons
Creek Art Trail goes through the wetlands to tHeadirhe total
round trip on the trail is about 2.75 miles, everew the trail
along the North side of the creek is closed frontoDer %:ito
May 1s. The Fish and Wildlife Service and the Columbiag&o
Refuge Stewards are working on removing non-natlaats and
replacing them with native trees and shrubs. Gattdches have
reappeared and Yellow-headed Blackbirds, a sp#tis
formally nested here are being seen again. Thogsaingkese
and ducks use these fields and the ponds duringititer. Back
on Highway 14, just past the railroad overpassikpost 18.9,
is a large viewing area, a spotting scope is agsityefrom this
vantage point. Gyrfalcon, Black-necked Stilt, Ancari Avocet
and Short-eared Owl have been seen from here.

(Editor note: Reprint from the Columbia Flyway wghrmission from the author.)
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WHAS Bird-A-Thon

... continued from page 1

To see a complete species list of birds found guuto
website atvww.willapahillsaudubon.orgnd look for the article
about the 2011 Birdatho@011 Willapa Hills Audubon Bird-a-
thon--A Wisecracker View

& Irene Castillo, Cheryl Chambers, Tobie Finzelyiaine
Fosberg, Stephen Glucoft, John & Margaret Greametlapike-
Kenna, James & Lori Miller, Linda Nelson, Gary NeGdoria
Nichols, Art & Carolyn Norred, Lynne Phelps, Lonietee, Barb
Puddicombe, Rosalie Raudsep, Larry Rea, Bruce & Ter

The Bird-a-thon participants and the WHAS board twanSatterlund, Mary Steller, Charles Stenvall, Davkélipple,

to extend a great bigHANK YOU to all those who joined in
the enthusiasm and supported our effort with pleddewas a
great success and earned money to contribute tavediek plant
and habitat restoration projects. (You will finebra on that
subject in the September Whistler).

Many thanks to our sponsors:
Stephen & Irene Bachhuber, Charles & Suzanne Qednflehn

Pamela Wright and Louis LaPierre.
We appreciate your support.

It's not too late if you are interested in making a
donation. Please make checks to Willapa Hills AaaiuSociety
(WHAS), mark “for bird-a-thon” and mail to PO Bo®9,
Longview, WA 98632. Your donation is tax-dedudatibl

Unusual Wildlife Sighting

By John Green

Royce and Beth Craig of Kelso recently reportedeny unusual bird in their yard. A Lewis’s _
Woodpecker, which is normally found in drier cliresd east of the Cascades Mountains, visited th oijJpdate:

feeder and yard for several days the week of Jtine 6

Here is one of Royce Craig’s photographs of thd.bir

Lewis Woodpecker

Tid Bits
By John Green

Last issue, we reported
that Wisdom, the 60 yea
old Layson Albatross
had survived the tsunam
that devastated Japan.
Now we can report the
good news that US Fish
and Wildlife Service has
confirmed that
Wisdom'’s chick also
survived the tsunami.
Apparently Wisdom had
enough wisdom to nest
on high ground.
Evolution?

It was reported in
National Audubon
Magazine that Red
Crossbills specialize in
feeding on different
species of conifers. The
birds’ bills have
consequently evolved to
open the cones to get at
the seeds and as many as
10 bill shapes adapted td
various cone species
have developed on this

Image by Royce Craig continent.

How to receive the WHAS Alert/Announcement e-mails

Willapa Hills Audubon has set up an email list to
facilitate occasional communications with memb@&iee purpose
of this list is to announce or send reminders apoograms, field
trips and mission-related actions that may intemesbers. It is
also used to help communicate last minute schedhalages for
programs or activities due to weather closuresloerassues.

This email list is designed to convey informationyo

and will not permit discussion, as the goal willtbekeep
communications brief and occasional.

If you are not receiving these occasional emaitsapel
would like to be included, please send an email to
whasalert@gmail.corwith "subscribe" in the subject line and
we will add your email address. Of course, we niit share
your contact information with anyone.
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Book Review

By Margaret Green
Sandhill and Whooping Cranes: Ancient voices ovemArica’s WetlandsPaul Johnsgard

Bison Books March 2011

Paul Johnsgard’s descriptions of the Platte Riwétebraska in middle Marg
are vivid, and compelling enough for most readensancil in a week or two in a not
so-distant March to make that pilgrimage. One meuperience this phenomenon
before it becomes recorded history. Up to 500 &0thill cranes, a smattering of
whooping cranes, and a million waterfowl use thigever site to replenish energy
stores before winging to breeding grounds furtleetim as far as Siberia and the arc|
tundra. The Preface of this little book, alonevghdohnsgard’s appreciation of the
aesthetic beauty and power that cranes offer thdwalis love of these creatures

echoes in the dedication:

“To those for whom crane voices speak a languagerésonates more
strongly and more personally than any voice andsehmessages change

their lives.”

For avid birders who want to learn of the biol@gd ecology of a species, [+ =
this book is one that satisfies with the newegirimiation of the habits, threatened |
habitats and migratory routes of the many cranelfatipns. Lesser, greater, Canad
Mississippi, Florida, and Cuban Sandhills as weltlee rare and endangered Whoot
Crane are discussed. Cranes travel by day and 5@t miles a stretch. The Platte |
Valley offers ideal conditions with sandy bars devof vegetation, and at least 6” of]
water for roosting to avoid predators, though flpektners stand watch. On the
breeding grounds, they will “divorce” if their umids unsuccessful. The details in t
book are fascinating and the author’s beautifid iinawings grace the pages.

We learn of the failed as well as the more suduks§orts to save the rare
whooping crane from extinction. A dismal reporttsandhill numbers are declining
though many states on the ancestral migratory saaltew an estimated 30,000 fall to

PAUL A. JOHNSGARD

Sandhill and Whooping
Cranes | Ancient Voices
over Americas Wetlands

hunters’ bullets. Our ignorance of the fragilifytbese populations could ultimately be their demis
The book ends listing 150 places to view sandhiid whoopers, both wild and captive. Cowlitz QguRidgefield, and
Suavie Island of the Lower Columbia River are tists significant. Maybe we don’t have to travelNebraska after all.

Making Your Windows Safe for Birds

Excerpt fromhttp://nc.audubon.org/files/Audubon North Carolida¢uments/windows_and_birds.pdf

You hear a loud thud at your living room window.

Looking up, you see a few tiny feathers stuck ®dlass. Others

drift slowly to the ground. One more bird has betrnck down
in a collision with a plate-glass window. Bird-wing crashes
are an all-too-common phenomenon. These collisisuslly
involve small birds, such as finches, that fall oticed to the
ground. Sometimes the birds are merely stunnedesaler in a
few moments. Often, however, they die. The numib®irds
killed by collisions with windows is staggering—iesates range
as high as 100 million per year. Does this meanytha should
stop feeding birds? Not at all. It means that ifi ymtice birds
striking your windows, you should take steps tonéliate the
problem.

Some Solutions

* Move feeders to new locations. Usually bird strikesur
at just one or two windows. Moving feeders awayrfro
them may solve the problem entirely.

» Place feeders closer to the glass. If a feedesisg foot or
two from a window, panicked birds may still fly ait, but
probably won’t have enough momentum to injure
themselves.

» Alter the windows’ appearance. If you don’t wantitove
your feeders, or if relocating them doesn’t soleery
problem, you'll need to alter the appearance of the

offending windows. But to do this, you'll need fgdre out
why the collisions are occurring.

Are birds confused because the window is reflectirey
landscape behind it? Is the glass so transparentiink it isn’t
there? To find out, you'll need to get a bird's-e§yew. Go to
your feeder and look at your window. Can you seeuph it? If
so, the birds can, too. Is there a plant insidenthese that might
be attractive to birds? If so, try moving it. I£th another
window on the opposite side of the house, credtiagllusion of
a fly-through passage? Try making your windows less
transparent by changing the lighting inside theseeupull a
shade or open or close a door.

You can also make glass less transparent by taping
paper to the inside of the panes. This is unsigbtly it's a good
temporary measure until you can find a better smiutHawk
silhouettes are effective at deterring window stsikas long as
you use several. They work not because they IdekHawks,
but because they break up the window’s appear@mmher
solution is to put up a decal that is a replicéiteswhite zig-zag
from the center of an orbital spider’s web. Itisight that
spiders create the highly visible zig-zag so badd large insects
will avoid flying into and destroying their websot¢: Do not
attach objects directly to thermopane windows witho
consulting the manufacturer.
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The Willapa Whistler is the bi-monthly publication of
the Willapa Hills Audubon Society, a chapter of the TEMP -- RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
National Audubon Society.

Complimentary copies are sent to organizations and
prospective members. All WHAS activities and
programs are open to the public.

Articles, information, wildlife sightings and artwork are
welcomed. The deadline for inclusion of material in
the Whistler is the 15" of each even-numbered
month. Send your contributions to:

WHAS Whistler, PO Box 399, Longview WA 98632

or email them to

newsletter@willapahillsaudubon.org.

The Willapa Whistler is printed on recycled paper
using soy based ink.

Please recycle yoWhistler
or pass it on to a friend.

Please see the important note to all of our Natiom@udubon-only members on page one.

WHAS Programs and Field Trips

WHAS events are free and open to the public (Undtissrwise noted). Check the website for the latdstmation and updates.

Summer is a quiet time for organized WHAS actigitiéVe expect our members to disperse and pursireotlin fantasies within
the natural world. This is a time when the powarsbservation are rewarded with the beauty ofsteson.

We hope you encounter nesting birds, blooming \aldérs, and lovely flutter-bys (the delicate daraspbwerful dragons, and
wispy butterflies tickle the imagination).

It is also a time for wonderful wandering, solovath like-minded friends.
Enjoy.

Field Trips and Programs will resume in the early Rll.

The Mission of the Willapa Hills Audubon Societtoisupport ecologically responsible ways of litehelp
maintain biologically diverse habitats, and to prat@ environmental understanding and enjoyment tifrea

Check out our website at www.willapahillsaudubon.og




