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Primal Warblings

By Carolyn Norred
"...we can penetrate into that region where the
air is music, we hear those primal warblings, and
attempt to write them down..." (from Ralph
Waldo Emerson'$he Poeét

The Windhover

Caught this morning morning's minion, king-
dom of daylight's dauphin, dapple-dawn-drawn
Falcon, in his riding
Of the rolling level underneath him steady air
and striding
High there, how he rung upon the rein of a
wimpling wing

In his ecstasy! then off, off forth on swing,
As a skate's heel sweeps smooth on a bow-
bend: the hurl and gliding
Rebuffed the big wind. My heart in hiding
Stirred for a bird,—the achieve of; the mastery
of the thing!

Photo: http://cooperisland.org/2005fieldseason.htm

Brute beauty and valour and act, oh, air, pride
plume, here

Fa”lng Off the Edge Four Decades of Buckle! AND the fire that breaks from thee
then, a billion

Environmental Change at the Top of the World Times told lovelier, more dangerous, O my
chevalier!
No wonder of it: shéer pl6d makes plough
down sillion
Shine, and blue-bleak embers, ah my dear,
Fall, gall themselves, and gash gold-vermillio

George Divoky returnBriday, May 7 at 7:00 PM to give a program
on climate change at the Lower Columbia CollBgse Center Wollenberg
Auditorium in Longview.

Divoky is a world-renowned scientist who has stddige behavior of &
small seabird, the Black Guillemot, and the aretixld it inhabits for 34 years.
He has witnessed the habitat change dramaticaly ®decades of research.
Visit his fascinating web sitdittp://cooperisland.org

From the web site: “What seems like a long, longetiago, black
guillemots on Cooper Island had the best of alkfids worlds. The summer
snow-free period was increasing annually, providingeding birds with more
time to raise their young, and the Arctic packwaes close enough offshore thg
there was a readily accessible supply of Arctic ofited the nestlings. The . -
only real dark cloud on the horizon was the reéitira slow in coming over the| N this issue of theWhistler:
past three decades, that the warming planet tltagjiven the guillemots their Member Form and WHAS News
"salad days" in the 1970s and 1980s could causedaimg melt of the pack ice Honoring our Volunteers
making Arctic cod less accessible and causing problfor parent guillemots LNG Update
provisioning their young in August and early Sepbeni Nelson Creek News, Book Review

Lower Columbia College Biological Society joins WISAo bring this Annual Meeting Report, Call for Photos
world-renowned scientist to share with us repoftsi® observations and storieg Book Review, Birding Classes
of his adventures. George Divoky is a sincerecaplivating speaker. His WHAS Programs, Volunteer Activities
program will be one you won't want to miss.

-

-- Gerard Manley Hopkins

Reprinted from Poems, 1918
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Support our mission, join WHAS today!

Check type of Membership:

[ New Chapter MembershiWHAS ($20checl for annual membership)
[1 Renewal Chapter MembershigHAS ($2C check for annual membership -

[0 I would like to support the work &illapa Hills Audubon Society.
Enclosed is my additional donation$f

Membership includes 6 issues of our newslatidrL APAWHISTLERannually.
[0 | prefer to receive thé&/HISTLERby email Add your email address below)

| prefer youcontac me by:

Phone

Email

Mail

Please:
contact meabou volunteer opportunities
add me toyour announcement email list *
add me toyour discussion email list **

If you are also interested in membership in thedwal Audubon Society, please vigittp://www.audubon.or:.
Please make your check payable WILLAPA HILLS AUDUBON SOCIETY or WHAS and mail to:

WHAS, PO Box 399, Longview, WA 98632

Name
Address

City

We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. All daec donations are tax deductible

Telephone

Email

State

Zip Y14:7XCH rev. 2007

Thank you for supporting your local Audubon chapter -- Willapa Hills Audubon Saociety!
We will not share your contact information wihyone
* To announceccasionalreminders and toommunicat last minute schedule changes due to weather eriggue for WHAS programs and field

OFFICERS

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

**To allow members to announce and discuss itengeokral interes

President: Charlotte Person:
360-578-3949 president@llapahillsaudubon.ol
Vice President: SteveGlucoft
360-577-7720 sglucoft@comcast.net
Secretary: Larry Brandt
360-200-4580 secretary@lapahillsaudubon.ot
Treasurer: PamelaWright
360-560-3772 treasures@lapahillsaudubon.ot
Director at Large: RussKastberg
360-274-7091 director-a@llapahillsaudubon.ol
Director at Large: Chuck Erdman
360-431-3132 director-chuck@llapahillsaudubon.o
Director at Large: Larry Turner
360-423-3556 Ilturner2@aol.com

Programs: vacant

Education: Darrel Whipple
503-556-9838 education@lapahillsaudubon.ol
Newsletter: Ludger Wéhrmann
360-423-7004 newslettengllapahillsaudubon.oi
Field Trips: John Green
360-575-9238 jgreen2317@aol.com
Conservation: StevePuddicombe
503-465-2205 conservationv@lapahillsaudubon.ol
Publicity: Steve Glucoft

360-577-7720 sglucoft@comcast.net
Finance/History: Betty Mayfield
503-556-6841 finance@illapahillsaudubon.ot
Bird Counts: Alan Richards
360-484-7119 birdcounts@lapahillsaudubon.oi
Willapa Bay Issues: Miranda Wecker
360-484-7128 mwecker@willapabay.org
Wildlife Sightings: John Green
360-795-8009 jgreen2317@aol.com
Membership: Gloria Nichols
360-636-3793 membership@lapahillsaudubon.ot
Website: LudgerWoéhrmann
360-423-7004 webmaster@lapahillsaudubon.oi
Nelson Creek Stewardship: Russ &nn Kastberg
360-274-7091 nelsoncreek@lapahillsaudubon.oi

The Whistler Online

Did you know that you can read tiéllapa Whistle online on our
website? To see th@ctures in color or in case you missed a previc
issue go tdttp://www.willapahillsaudubon.org and just click on the
Whistlerin the top menu.

Upcoming Events and Dates

May 8

International Migratory Bird Day

May 21

Endangered Species Day

May 28-31

2010 Wenas Campout (more info on pac

June 11-14

22nd Washington Ornithological Society Confere in Wenatchee
More info: http://www.wos.org/

New Option to Receive
the Whistler by email

Willapa Hills Audubon Society now offers deliverf/the Willapa
Whistlernewsletter by email. THeWhistler' arrives several days
before the snaitnail version and offers enhanced viewing with ct
photos ad graphics as well as live links to referenced itebsanc
emails. If you elect to receive yowhistlel electronically rather than
by postal service, an email will arrive announdihg availability of
the Whistleron the WHAS website with a link to t webpage that
will open in your default web browser. You can rélaelWhistler
online or save it to your computer for later bravgs|

Archived Whistlersare available on the WHAS website. Ple
consider signing up for electronic delivery to reeypape waste, mail
box clutter and expenses associated with printfyraailing of the
Whistler If you would like to elect to receive tWhistlerby email,
please send your full name andneil address to our Memberst
Chair, Gloria Nichols atnembership@willapahillsaudubon...
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Honoring Our Faithful Volunteers and Finding New On

es

By Charlotte Persons, President

Volunteering is a good way to cement old friendship
especially if you invite your friends to help yoithva project.
Even better, volunteering can open the door to ntakew
friends who share your enthusiasms, whether faryémgj birds
and other wildlife or for protecting their (and dlocal habitat.

WHAS is fortunate to have the help of so many
volunteers. Because of their efforts we have amngatic chapter
with many activities, some new in the last few geauch as the
Nelson Creek habitat restoration project and thelitoCounty
Amphibian Surveys. A quick look at the list of bdafficers
shows the many tasks they
do, from maintaining the
web site and helping with
conservation issues to
organizing field trips and
keeping our finances
straight. Skimming this
newsletter or the web site
will show you our many
activities, all spear-headed
by WHAS members.

But WHAS needs more
volunteers.

Educate at the Earth
Day Booth

One example of
an activity which needs a
few volunteergo give one
or two hours each yearis
the WHAS booth at the
annual Earth Day
Celebration in Longview.
This has been our primary
community outreach for
thirty years, and Pat and Bob Reistroffer have oizg it for at
least seven years. On April 17, 2010, over 4,08ipfe came to
the Cowlitz Expo Center. Of those, about 400 ebitdand their
parents came by the WHAS tables to make birdfeederspare
the length of their arm spans against bird wingsphandle
dissected yellow jacket nests, and gently “pet” Gueat Horned
Owl mount. It was also an opportunity to tell peopbout
WHAS's activities and invite them to come to ouograms and
field trips.

As usual, the kids and parents’ enthusiasm was
wonderful, but this year we had only five volunteetn previous
years volunteers have only had a one- or two-hiinirsthis
time some were on their feet for over six hoursithdut more
volunteers to help the Reistroffers, it is doubthdt WHAS can
continue to have a booth at Earth Day.

Expand Backyard Birding
Volunteering can present the opportuniycreate

Connecting with this interest is the perfect wayWHAS to
educate people about what birds need to thriveryliainviting
WHAS members to join him in creating the scopehds t
committee’s activities, which could include tips feeders and
nest boxes, backyard habitat improvement, or badkyad lists
and counts.

Present Programs

Another important reason to volunteetasprepare for
future responsibility. Most people start working in a committee
just as a “pair of hands.”
They slowly learn the tasks
of that committee. Then,
when a committee chair
must step down because of
illness, family needs or
community obligations,
WHAS has a “fund” of
people who can step up to
take more responsibility.
For example, you may have
noticed that WHAS is
presenting fewer evening
programs—this is because
Margaret Green is ready to
step down and focus her
energy on other projects
after a number of years as
Program Chair. For over a
year she has continued to
organize a few programs
while waiting for a
volunteer to come forward
to “shadow” her and learn
how to do this task.

Program Chair is an essential job for WHAS.
Programs serve to reach out to and educate thepjulsit as
important, programs are our membership meetingblA®/has a
program committee of several members who alreasg hal-
plates, but who will continue to help develop pamgrideas and
contacts. WHAS also has strong partnerships \WwghLiICC
Biological Society, Northwest Voices and the Lorayvilibrary,
which spreads the burden of program organizatispe&ally
because these partners are able to offer prograomev&ace and
share the expense of covering speaker fees. ThygdPncChair
coordinates with speakers, partners and venueprandies
publicity information to Steve Glucoft, who manadsiAS
advertising. We just need a someone able to gfegvdhours
every two months or so to spearhead our programs.

Volunteer for WHAS
Please re-think your priorities and plan to giveneo
time to WHAS. If you would like information abobbw you

something new Larry Turner, one of our new board members, isan help, please contact npegsident@willapahillsaudubon.org

translating his life-long interest in ornithologyté creating and
leading WHAS'’s new Backyard Bird committee. The WSIA
board chose to focus on backyard birding as ormupgoals in
2010 because so many members of our community feaders.

or by phone360-578-3949 or a committee chair (see page 2). If
you can only dedicate a few hours each year, yelp Will be
appreciated, but consider dedicating a few hourk esonth to
contributing to creating new activities.
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Columbia River Clean Energy Coalition Prevails in L

UBA Appeal

By Carol Carver

Represented by Brett Vandenheuvel of Columbia
Riverkeeper and Jan Wilson of the Western Envirartedd_aw
Center, a coalition of noOLNG activist and conseinmmgroups
prevailed FOR A SECOND TIME before the Oregon Lalsk
Board of Appeals (LUBA).

In 2008 Clatsop County had deemed Northern Star’s
application for a permit to build an
LNG terminal at Bradwood as
meeting their comprehensive plan
requirements. This decision was
appealed to the LUBA, which
agreed that the project was not
“small to medium” as the zoning
requirements for Bradwood dictated,
nor did the project protect
endangered salmon or the fishery in the CliftonrGleharea.

When Clatsop County decided a second time in fafor
Northern Star, this decision was again appealedJ®A and
April 12" they again rejected Clatsop County's decision.

Northern Star needs a Land Use Compatibility
Statement (LUCS) from Clatsop County in order togeed with
obtaining other necessary state permits. LUBA'silA®"
decision means the Clatsop’s approval does not @esgon
state guidelines, therefore a LUCS cannot be isandd
application for other state permits cannot proceed.

You can read the full LUBA opinion here:
www.columbiariverkeeper.org/index.php/headlinesivis

and herehttp://www.naturaloregon.org/2010/04/13/video-Ing-
opponents-celebrate-victory-over-bradwood-landing/

Upcoming events

May 27" - A huge rally outside the NW Natural Shareholders
Annual Meeting.

For noLNG action alert details, email
wahkiakumfriendsoftheriver@gmail.coamd request to be on
their action alert list.

Reprinted with permission from The Daily Astorianof Astoria, Oregon.

Inconvenient Questions are Urgent

LNG Game is Like Financial Mistakes that Became the

Great Recession

There has been a certain turn in the long road of
government deliberation over whether a liquefiethrad gas
terminal will be sited on the Columbia River at 8nod. The
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality has #aidll not
approve the plant without more definitive infornaaiti The
National Marine Fisheries Service has said it ndasmore
testing before giving its approval. And Oregon Sé&wn Wyden
and Jeff Merkley have reintroduced legislation tatild end
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission's solespoov
license LNG plants. All of this happened last week.

The Wyden-Merkley legislation targets the absurdity
and the inadequacy of the federal process by wH\B&
terminals are sited. But in the near chaos ofdlgstion year,
their progress is unlikely. The other gaping hol¢he Bradwood
LNG proposal is the lower Columbia River as prinaditat for
salmon and a host of other creatures. On that st@ections
by Oregon DEQ and the federal NMFS are immediately
significant.

endangered salmon runs in which the nation hasiadeillions
trying to restore.

There has never been a compelling case to estabésh
need for an LNG terminal at Bradwood. NorthernStproposal
is all about the profits that come from flippingetterminal, once
it is built. The FERC licensing process is all abwho gets to
federal regulators first with a completed and dsitelie
application. The FERC process is not about estahlisthe basis
of national need and strategic siting for a termimhat is the
role the federal government should play in thiscpss.

All'in all, the FERC process thus far shares many
similarities with the financial mistakes that bley into the
Great Recession — a careless rush that is all &asytanswers
and quick profits. What we need, both as a regi@hanation, is
to slow down and ask the right questions. How miax¢
terminals does America need? Where can new tersnaral
related pipelines be located to do the most godh the least
harm to the environment? Who has the best long-texok

Pentagon planners these days
talk about asymmetrical warfare. There

WENAS Campout

record for safe, community-friendly
operations? Can all adverse impacts to
the Columbia and its species be reversed

is a similar phenomenon in the LNG
siting process. NorthernStar LLC,

You are invited to the010 Wenas

when this terminal has outlived its

Bradwood's promoter and owner, talks
about jobs, investment and the supply ¢
natural gas. That is alluring campaign
talk. But construction jobs are transitory
and the river lives on. At this late date i
the Pacific Northwest's manipulation of
the Columbia River, our fisheries and
environmental agencies cannot ignore

Campout, May 28-31
f For decades Audubon families have been
camping over Memorial Day weekend at
» the Wenas Creek Campground. Officially
1 named the Hazel Wolf Wenas Creek Bird
Sanctuary, it's located SW of Ellensburg,
an “Important Bird Area” and has been
assured of protective status. More info at:

the reality that the river off Bradwood is

http://www.wenasaudubon.org

n

a highly important corridor for

usefulness?

These inconvenient questions
and many others have gotten short
shrift. The process assumes that
anything good for LNG is good for the
USA. Itis good to see Oregon's DEQ,
federal fisheries scientists and our U.S.
senators demanding answers and
searching for better ways to arrive at
these decisions.
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What's Going On at Nelson Creek? — Spring Update

By Russ Kastberg

Spring restoration activities are ramping up atsuel
Creek. While we will continue to carry out “rowdfhmonitoring
of the site, actual on-the-ground restoration iFifn@ng.

As we speak, site preparation and planting is umagr
The Columbia Land Trust, CLT, Americorp crew mowedd
canary grass in preparation for the first plangrgnt on April
17". Our people helped lay out the planting aread, an

lunch.

One other goal this year is to create a publicaadn
program. This will be an opportunity to betteraduce WHAS
and our programs, including Nelson Creek, to tlallo
community. We plan to include a booth at the SKeam@ Fair
this summer. We see Nelson Creek as a great auddincation
opportunity and encourage local participation.

volunteers from WHAS and Miller Hull planted natispecies.

You may remember last year
Miller Hull brought about 50
volunteers here to deconstruct
buildings. They are a fun group
to work with.

We have one other
event scheduled this spring. On
May 15", we will be offering
GPS training and then follow
with mapping blackberry
patches, which will be
eradicated later on in the year.
These areas will then be plantec
to native species next winter.
This event will take place at the
Nelson Creek buildings at 9am.
Bring field clothes, your own

Nelson Creek Restoration Activity:
GPS Training & Mapping

GPS Training and Blackberry Mapping will be takiplgce
at Nelson Creek oBaturday, MAY 15, 2010 at 9:00 am.
We will meet at the building site at the corneiNgfison
Creek and Risk Roads. Bring field clothes andnatu If
you have a GPS of your own, you can bring it. €hsill
be units available to use and train on.

Thomas Burke, CLT GIS Specialist, will be training and
leading the mapping event. Out goal is to map the
Blackberry patches and calculate the acreage.CLHe
AmeriCorp crew will then cut the blackberry andnila
those areas later this year.

Please RSVP Russ Kastbemastberg@cni.neatr at
36C-43(-5541

And last of all. We are sorry to hear we are Igsinr

leader, Andrea Berkeley.
Andrea has been the on-site
steward for CLT through out our
time working on Nelson Creek.
She has shown great patience
working with our diverse group
and sorting out all our “ideas” as
to how the property should look.
Andrea will be going to work
with Oregon State Parks doing
similar work. Dan Friesz will
replace Andrea. We will miss
you Andrea!

Remember!! We always
welcome new volunteers, so,
keep an eye out for upcoming
activities at Nelson Creek.

GPS if you have one, and a

Book Review

By Beatrice

Spring is upon us and | have already been lookiradl a
the tempting plants at the local nurseries to @ptae ones that
didn’'t make it this winter. But this year, | wanttry something
different. | just read the booBringing Nature Home — How
Native Plants Sustain Wildlife in Our Gardensy Douglas W.
Tallamy, Timber Press, 2009.

Tallamy explains how adding native plants to your
suburban or rural landscape can not only make
your yard work easier, but will actually make a
difference to the native plants and animals of
the area. Our native insects such as butterflies
and moths depend on native plants to survive
and our native birds and bats depend on those
insects. Tallamy says that “all plants are not
created equal, particularly in their ability to
support wildlife. Most of our native plant-
eaters are not able to eat alien plants, and we
are replacing native plants with alien species at
an alarming rate, especially in the suburban
gardens on which our wildlife increasingly
depends.”

One good reason to use native plants
is because of the risk of introducing another
alien plant that will have severe negative impactshe
environment. Most people know about the costlysegjuences
of the introduction of Canadian thistle, kudzu &@rand Scotch’s
Broom. One of the reasons these plants thriveésilise our
native insects did not evolve with them and thelefeannot eat

BRINGI
NATU
HOM

How Native Plants
Sustain Wildlife
in Our Gardens

DOUGLAS W, TALLAMY

Harrison

them. There are thousands of other examples ohatine
invasive plants that are nearly impossible to gkbf once they
get started.

This concept of planting your yard so that inséetge
something to eat is totally alien to the way weénheen thinking
about gardening. In the past, we would have @set plants
that were labeled “pest free” to avoid having insea our yards.
But, think of a different kind of garden. In it wiol
be many different species of plants.. In it woloéd
insects eating the plants, but also other kinds of
insects, insect predators, eating those inseants. |
turn, birds, amphibians and small mammals will be
eating those insects, keeping the ecosystem in
balance. Did you know that baby birds almost
exclusively eat insects? Even birds that are seed-
eaters feed their young insects.

Non-native insect pests and plant diseases
are another major problem created by importation
of exotic non-native plants. The American
Chestnut tree forests were literally destroyed by
Chestnut blight brought in from Asia on infected
Japanese trees.

Native plants have been ignored, in favor of lush
lawns and ornamentals from throughout the gloBeut,
“restoring native plants to most human-dominatedisgapes is
relatively easy to do”. You can make a differebgeplanting

NG
RE

ot

just a small area with native plants and trees.
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WHAS Annual Meeting

By Charlotte Persons

On March 27, thanks to Gloria Nichols, our hositiyal
and membership chair, forty people enjoyed a drigidinner.
The food was catered by Amalak, a women’s servioamfrom
Kalama, and beverages were organized by GlorielierShe
also kept track of everyone’s reservation and dicheices and
juggled last minute changes. We appreciate her anud
attention to these tasks.

At the annual meeting we said good-bye to four peop
leaving the WHAS board of directors—Russ Koppendray
Gloria MacKenzie, Ann Musche, and Margaret Green.

will be benefit to WHAS in the next two years. baBrandt is a
consulting engineer in digital communications, GhEcdman
worked as a maintenance mechanic at Reynold’s Alumj and
Larry Turner was leader of the EPA’s pesticidegpam to
protect threatened and endangered species. Ak tietirees
share one interest—back-yard birding.

Our evening was topped off by Carlo Abruzzese, who
works for the Washington Department of Natural Reses as a
Natural Areas Manager. For WHAS he has often ledirg
classes and field trips (Check page 7: IntrodudiioBackyard

Fortunately we will still benefit
from time they give WHAS:
Russ will write Birding Bits for
the Whistler and lead field trips;
Gloria will help connect us to the
efforts to defeat the Bradwood
LNG; Ann will help coordinate
volunteer efforts to monitor
rehabilitation of Snowy Plover
and Horned Larks on the Long
Beach Peninsula; and Margaret
will contribute to maintaining the
membership list and solving
conservation issues.

WHAS welcomed three
new board members--a new
secretary, Larry Brandt, and two
new directors-at-large, Chuck
Erdman and Larry Turner. The

Calling all Nature Photographers

Do you enjoy photographing birds both in your yand
in wild places of SW Washington? Willapa Hills
Audubon Society is sponsoring our first backyanmd bi
photography contest in support of a Backyard Bird
Calendar.

Photos should consist of birds that one can expeste
in your backyard. Winners will receive prizes dhd
honor of having their photos printed in WHAS's 2011
Backyard Birds Calendar. The calendar will also
highlight ways to make your yard more bird friendly
All proceeds from the calendar will support WHASo,
dust off your camera and start taking photos.olf gre
interested in helping with this project (calendasidn,
text, finding prizes etc.) or for more informatiplease
contact Carlo at (360) 425-6133 or by email at
puffbird@juno.com More details to come in future

Birding). This time he entertained
us with lots of information about
owls, especially their adaptations
for hunting. Many of our
members showed off their skill in
remembering owl calls, and
Carlo’s young daughters helped
close the program by giving owl
“prizes” to the audience.

One thing is noteworthy
about this annual meeting—every
single part was due to the efforts
of volunteers, from the food to
the entertainment. Thank you to
all the many people involved in
creating an annual business
meeting that was also an
enjoyable and informative social
evening.

issues of th&Vhistler.

skills and experience they bring

Opt Out of Junk Mail

By Pam Wright

o It takes more than 100 million trees to producettital
volume of junk mail that arrives in American maitks each
year—that's the equivalent of clear cutting tharerlRocky
Mountain National Park every 4 months.

0 The manufacture of junk mail releases more greesdgas
emissions per year than the emissions released32 ®00
million average passenger cars.

Source: http://donotmail.org
In the realm of reducing one’s personal carbon
footprint, there can hardly be a more satisfyinge step than
reducing mailbox clutter. You can reduce the annogaof junk
mail and take positive steps to decrease wastavmgiing a
small amount of time at the following sites. I'verponally used
these free sites and have found them helpful.
http://www.catalogchoice.ord his free service allows
you to decline catalogs that you currently recéigen
participating merchants, and keeps track of how lite been
since you requested to be removed. This lets ybwaste
annoyance on receiving a catalog when it's onlyntseeeek
since you asked to be removed.
https://www.dmachoice.org\gain, this is a free
service, and while cynics may suggest it won't Hedpause it's

run by the direct mail industry, | found that goithgough their
process decreased our junk mail substantiallpkieés a bit more
effort than catalog choice to click through it &lijt I'm happy
with the results.

While credit card offers may not be the scourgé tha
they were during boom times, you can opt out oéiéng offers
from the lists maintained by the main consumer itregorting
agencies, that are often used by credit card aawdance
companies to send out Junk mail. Call 1-888-5-OPT(@1888-
567-8688) or visit https://www.optoutprescreen.donget your
name and address removed from the mailing listalzited by
these agencies.

And while you're at it, carve out a bit more tina f
things you value by cutting down on calls from teéteketers.
Register online atvww.donotcall.gov

Of course we hope that you don’t consider\tidAS
Whistlerto be junk mail, but please notice that we are now
offering the option of receiving the newsletteroétenically
rather than by snail mail. If you would like to ef¢o receive the
Whistlerby email, please send your full name and e-maitesb
to our Membership Chair, Gloria Nichols at
membership@uwillapahillsaudubon.org.




Willapa Whistler // Volume 36// Issue 2

Page 7

Book Review

By Carolyn Norred

Dawn Light: Dancing with Cranes and Other Ways to
Start the Day

Diane Ackerman,

W.W. Norton & Co. Inc. 2009

Some years back, a local artist, Rosemary Powglson

did a series of visual art titted Dawn and Dusk,
(www.lcc.ctc.edu/faculty/powelson/project-lighso when |
spied Diane Ackerman’s Dawn Light on the librargsw book
shelf, | couldn’t resist taking it home to
compare the two artist's perspectives on
this single topic.

Diane Ackerman’s book is a
praisesong to the moment of morning
light. As a naturalist, she writes in prose,
but her words carry the delicacy and ofte
joy of poetry. Although she focuses the
work on the dawn, she follows any
number of trails out into history, science, ;i
linguistics, and literature in a complex g
layering of response to her topic.

An example of her science
reporting is: “Even on windless days,
doves flock and swoop... Based on sim
rules, their actions and reactions result i
winged complexity. In 1986, computer
wizard Craig Reynolds created what he
called “boids,” perfect flocking organisms
that inhabit only computers. By studying
them, Reynolds arrived at three rules the|
follow: (1) separation- steer to avoid floc
mates; (2)alignment- adopt the heading ¢ A C
flock mates; and (3)cohesion- stay close
to flock mates....based on flocking
algorithms, the British firm Swarm

and Oiher Waps to Start the Day

DIANE
KERMAN

vor The Zookeeper’s Wife

Systems will soon market an UltraSwarm, a flyingstér of

computerized “Owls” that can fly and work togethéthout
colliding.”
By contrast, the poetry in Ackerman’s words can be

seen in her description of the mockingbird: “Thisrming, one

lone mockingbird sits atop a telephone wire, testint its full
repertoire, a dictionary compendium under “birdSongich it
hurls into the faint light. Some of the hootspjgns, and melodic
pirouettes are new to me....the
polyglot mimic. It trills and warbles,
yodels and sighs, buzzes and caws in
a single ribbon of magically changing
song. It has a long stiff slender tail, a
white lightning bolt on each wing, an
oily-looking eye it seems to have
ringed with eyeliner, and when it
swells its throat for even the simplest
peep notes, two tiny black feathers
erect from its white throat feathers.
Like a ventriloquist minus the
dummy it runs through its routine.”
Birds appear and reappear
throughout this book and Ackerman
touches on aspects as diverse as the
Crane’s mythic expression in history
to the Rooster’s circadian rhythms.
In contrast, Powelson’s visual project,
Dawn and Dusk, kepta much more
specific focus on expressing changes
in dawn’s light; however, even with
that, the crows entered her work.
Ackerman, and Powelson, both, it
seems to me, express the “voice” of
dawn as birdsong.

Introduction to Backyard Bird
Identification and Attraction

This class is for people who are either completely to bird
watching or who have watched birds for a short timé would
like to know more. The class will provide new lgrd with the
techniques and skills to help them identify comrtaral birds
they might expect to see in their yards. Instaretiill include
information on birding equipment, reference matergand field
guides, identification techniques, field marks, aoche avian
natural history. The class will also cover waysriake your
yard more bird friendly using feeders, nest boxeser
features, and landscaping. The class will be taagiMonday,
June 7th and Wednesday June 16th from 6-8 PM at the
Longview Public Library (1600 Louisiana St, Longwije The
cost for the class is $15 and will be limited togEBticipants.
To register, or for more information, contact Caatq360)
425-6133 or by email him auffbird@juno.com

The class will be taught by Willapa Hills Audubon
Society member and biologist, Carlo Abbruzzese, hé®
been watching birds for over 20 years.

Hummingbirds of the Northwest

If you love hummingbirds, you won't want to missstielass!
Doug Robberson will teach a multimedia class (idirig
photos, vocalizations, and video) on hummingbildg {ou
might expect to find in the Northwest. This clash be a
good introduction to hummingbird identification awdl
include interesting facts about hummingbird biol@gyl
behavior. Doug will also include tips on how ttratt
hummingbirds to your home.

The class will be taught on Thursday, June 3 fro#% 5 8
PM at the Longview Public Library (1600 Louisiana S
Longview). The cost for the class will be $10 apdce is
limited. To register, or for more information, ¢act Carlo
Abbruzzese at (360) 425-6133 or by email him at
puffbird@juno.com

Doug has been teaching birding classes for Portland
Audubon Society, Willapa Hills Audubon Society, Tatin
River keepers, and the Friends of the Tualatindyhti
Wildlife Refuge for over 10 years. He has beedihi for
18 years.




Willapa Hills Audubon Society Non-Profit Organization
PO Box 399 U.S. Postage

Longview, WA 98632 permlﬁo_g

Longview WA 98632

The Willapa Whistler is the bi-monthly RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
publication of the Willapa Hills Audubon

Society, a chapter of the National Audubon
Society.

Complimentary copies are sent to
organizations and prospective members.
All WHAS activities and programs are open
to the public.

Articles, information, wildlife sightings and
artwork are welcomed. The deadline for
inclusion of material in the  Whistler is the
15" of each even-numbered month. Send
your contributions to:

WHAS Whistler
PO Box 399
Longview WA 98632

or email them to
newsletter@willapahillsaudubon.org.

The Willapa Whistler is printed on recycled
paper using soy based ink.

WHAS Programs and Field Trips

For more information and further details check\WidAS web sitewww.willapahillsaudubon.org
Falling Off the Edge: Four Decades of EnvironmentalChange at the Top of the World
Friday — May 7, 20107pm Lower Columbia College Rose Center Auditoriluamgview
George Divoky has studied the behavior of a snealbgd, the Black Guillemot, and the arctic wotlthhabits for 34 years. He ha
witnessed the habitat change over 3 decades arseFrom his web sitéttp://cooperisland.ordWhat seems like a long, long
time ago, black guillemots on Cooper Island hadathet of all possible worlds. The summer snow-freeod was increasing
annually, providing breeding birds with more tinoeraise their young, and the Arctic pack ice waselenough offshore that there
was a readily accessible supply of Arctic cod tedfthe nestlings. The only real dark cloud on thézlon was the realization, slow
in coming over the past three decades, that theimgrplanet that had given the guillemots theitddalays" in the 1970s and
1980s could cause increasing melt of the packmeking Arctic cod less accessible and causing problifor parent guillemots
provisioning their young in August and early Septeny’
Lower Columbia College Biological Society joins WISAo bring this world-renowned scientist to shaithws reports of his
observations and stories of his adventures. Gdonguky is a sincere and captivating speaker. pitgram will be one you won't
want to miss.

Nelson Creek Restoration Activity: GPS Training & Mapping
Saturday, May 15, 9:00 antfor info see page 5)

Upcoming classes:

Thursday, June 3-- Hummingbirds of the Northwest

(for more info see page7)

Monday, June 7th-- Introduction to Backyard Bird Identification @ttraction
(for more info see page7)

The Mission of the Willapa Hills Audubon Societtoisupport ecologically responsible ways of liiehelp maintain
biologically diverse habitats, and to promote enmmental understanding and enjoyment of nature.

http://lwww.willapahillsaudubon.org




