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Brown Thrasher

Rare Sighting of a Brown Thrasher in Pacific County

By Suzy Whittey

This was only the third recorded sighting of a Bnothrasher in Pacific
County, according to the Washington Ornithologi8atiety since records have been
kept. It was seen on July 14th in the eveningdm@with other native bird for
about one hour north of Cranberry Road. The Brdwrashers normal home range
is east of the Rocky Mountains.

Brown Thrashers skulk in shrubby tangles or forage¢he ground below
dense cover for insects and other arthropods algtigsome fruits, seeds, and nuts.
They're most obvious when they sing their loud sofigm shrubs and treetops
during nesting season.

Brown Thrashers are accomplished songsters thasingymore than 1,100

The Whistler goes Quarterly

From the Board of Directors

Future Whistler issues will appear
once quarterly with the next publish daté
of December 1.

It was after much debate and some
reservation that the Board made this
decision. The change will put less stres
on our volunteer resources and save
financial resources for our work in
education and conservation.

The Board has committed to
planning events with more advance
notice, and we will continue to send out
our gmail* reminders. We will issue
media announcements for programs, figld
trips, and volunteer opportunities so you
can remain informed whether or not you
are connected to the web.

We are renewing our commitment to
providing our webmaster
with informative and up to date materiall
so the site remains interesting. Please
visit it at www.willapahillsaudubon.org,
to see what is happening in the world of
Willapa Hills Audubon.
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*) If you are not receiving these
occasional emails yet and would like to
be included, please send amailto
whasalert@gmail.corwith "subscribe"
in the subject line and we will add your
email address. We will not share your
contact information with anyone.

different song types and include imitations of othieds, including Chuck-will’s-

widows, Wood Thrushes, and Northern Flickers
With information from: Cornell Lab of Ornithologyigebsite ‘All About Birds.

Vaux’s Swift Watching and Counting in Rainier, Oreg  on

Join the WHAS swift counting crew on Saturday, S&gth, to get a one-
hour encounter with the southbound migration of ¥a$wifts as they pour into the
chimney of the Carpet One building in Rainier amsanset. The birds will roost
there for the night before heading for Chapman 8kimoPortland and points south.
Meet at the flagpole in front of Rainier City Halllst Street & Highway 30 -- at
6:45 pm with blanket and chair, binoculars andémpe, camera, and a snack.

This will be fun for kids and adults too. For mané& and to sign up,
contact trip leader Darrel Whipple at 503-556-9888whipple @opusnet.com
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Support our mission, join WHAS today!

Check type of Membership:

O New Chapter Membershf®/HAS ($20checl for annual membership)
O Renewal Chapter MembershipHAS ($20 checl for annual membershjp
O | would like to support the work of Willapgdills Audubon Society.

Enclosed is my additional donation$f

Membership includes 4 issuesafr newsletteWILLAPAWHISTLERannually.
We are a 501(c) (3) ngprofit corporation. All dues and donations aredaxiuctibli O
For membership in National Audubon Society vhttp://www.audubon.org/

Please indicate amew information:

| prefer you contaame by:
O Phone

O Emall

O Mall

Other options:
| prefer to receive thWHISTLERby email
(Add your email address bela

Please make your check payable to:

WILLAPA HILLS AUDUBON SOCIETY or WHAS andmail to:
WHAS-Membership, PO Box 399 ongview, WA 98632.

O Contact meabou volunteer opportunities
O Add me to youannouncement email list*

Name Telephone
Address Email
City State Zip Y14:7XCH rev. 2007

Thank you for supporting your local Audubon chapter -- Willapa Hills Audubon Saociety!
We will not share your contact information wihyone
*) To announcevccasionalreminders and toommunicat last minute changes due to weather or other iSssu&8HAS programs and field trips.
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OFFICERS

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

OTHER

President:
360-431-1174
Vice-President:
503-465-2205

George Exun
president@apahillsaudubon.ot

Steve Puddicomb
pudfella@willapabayg

Secretary: Carol Carver
360-849-4324 secretary@apahillsaudubon.ol
Treasurer: Linda Jennings

dljennings@opusnet.cc
Director at Large: Stephen Glucof
360-577-7720 sglucoft@comcast.net
Director at Large: John Gross

Director at Large:
360-200-4580

Larry Brandt
Ibrandt@cni.net

Conservation: Charlotte Person:
360-431-1174 cpeople2u@gmail.com
Hospitality: Gloria Nichols
360-636-3793 jgnt@comcast.n

Program: vacant

Field Trip: John Green
360-575-9238  jgreen2317@aol.com
Membership: Margaret Green
360-575-9238  jgreen2317@aol.com
Education: Darrel Whipple
503-556-9838 educatiov@apabhillsaudubon.oi
Finance: John Green
360-575-9238  jgreen2317@aol.com
Newsletter: Ludger Wéhrmann
360-423-7004 newsletter@lapahillsaudubon.ol
Publicity: StephenGlucoft

360-577-7720 sglucoft@comcast.net
Indian Jack Slough Stdshp: Russ & Ann Kastberg
360-430-5541 rkastberg@cni.net

Wildlife Sightings: John Green
360-575-9238 jgreen2317@aol.com
Website: LudgerWoéhrmann

360-423-7004 webmaster@apahillsaudubon.ol

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Elip

Christmas Birdcount Days 2014

Cowlitz-Columbia: Thursday, Jarl, 201! -- Leadbetter: Saturday,
Dec. 20 -Wahkiakum: Tuesday, Dec30

Check the winteWhistlerin December for all the details on how
sign up and where to meet up.

Oregon denies permit for coal terminal

By Darrel Whipple

The recent denial of a fill permit for a coal tenaili on the
Columbia River at Boardman, Oregon, was welcomesrevthose ¢
us who have been fighting the onslaught of coabetqprojects fol
nearly three years now.

This was the project sponsored by Ambre Energyviuatd
have railed coal to Boardman, then barged it ddwenGolumbia tc
Port Westward near Clatskanie, and $taaded it onto oce-going
vessels bound for Asia. The volume of coal Ambrpdtbto handle ¢
Port Westward was 8.8 million tons per year, atinedly small
amount compared to the 44 million tons plannedafaai-fed
Longview storage and shipping témal sponsored by Millennium,
subsidiary of the same Ambre Energy of Austr:

(Millennium'’s project is undergoing an environmdntapact analysi
under Washington law. Oregon, however, does nat kagh ¢
comprehensive approval process.)

Ambre had bped to land all necessary permits one at a
from Oregon in short order for the barging projedtjch would have
been the first coal export project to get apprawvetthe Northwest, an
would have been a “foot in the door” for Ambre athef other
conpanies. But the Oregon Department of State Lands|f dealing
with the proposed Coyote Island terminal dock iegam waters ¢
the Port of Morrow, insisted that Ambre provide guigte informatior
in response to the agency’s questions and the oasreflected in
20,000 comments (!) from the public and the trilze®] finally— after
eight extensions granted to Ambrelenied the critical perm

This decision could mean the demise of the prog@cat the
very least, represent a major setback. is point we don’t know if
Ambre will appeal the decisic
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Proposed Killing of 25% of Western Population of Do

uble-Crested Cormorant

By Charlotte Persons and Steve Puddicombe

The U.S. Corps of Engineers proposed in a draft
Environmental Impact Statement to kill 16,000 Dadbtested
Cormorants who nest on East Sand Island in therfitwbu River.
This island is composed of dredge spoils depositetthe Corps.
The Corps claims that the proposed “take” of coants, by
shooting them and oiling eggs and nests, is thedodgtion to
the birds’ predation of juvenile salmonids, inclugliendangered
species of salmonids and hatchery salmonids. d$talate to
comment on the proposal was August. 19. SteveiPohibe,
Conservation Co-Chair, composed the comments betow
behalf of WHAS. We hope that our comments and tledseany
other Audubon chapters, scientists, and citizetigp@rsuade the
Corps to take no action on this proposal.

WHAS Comments on the Proposal:

Our Chapter of the Audubon family, Willapa Hills,
encompasses the region along the Columbia Rivam fr
Longview to Long Beach, Washington, and that pért o
Columbia County, including Rainier, OR. Our memb@grs
includes sportsmen and fishermen and we have frélgue
advocated on behalf of wild salmon recovery. Soavee
uniquely qualified to comment on the proposal totod the
burgeoning population of Double-crested CormorédtsCO)
on East Sand Island in the lower estuary.

We understand and appreciate that predation can be
factor in the survival of wild salmon. In protediendangered
species we have supported some use of lethal nreaeducing
predation in a targeted manner (for example, Snleyer
predated by Corvids and Spotted Owl predated byeBlaDwl).
Additionally, we recognize that a regimen of hazamgl
harassment alone may only disperse nesting anittlddd
eliminate predation overall, and also disrupt othesting species
of no concern.

However, our main focus must be the DCCO. After
reviewing the draft EIS and available informati@garding
DCCO and from other interest groups and agenciesare not
convinced that your preferred alternative “C” ipegpriate to
the situation or that the killing of up to 16,00€00 is
consistent with an appreciation for the situatiothie lower
Columbia estuary (LCE). We believe the proposéithg of
DCCO is reflexive and excludes other factors imgadid
decline; and that the proposal fails to honor tiséolic presence
of the DCCO in the ecobiology of the LCE. The ub&ethal

means to control predation on such a scale desarseme
thorough review if the facts.

Therefore, we support Alternative “A”—no action—at
this time, and until such time as a more comprekendan of
action is adopted. We urge the Corps to proceeesiearching,
promoting and adopting a plan that uses the béstse to
address the issue of dredge spoil dumping, thetsftd the
dams on predation success, and the loss of haitsélmonid
decline. In the meantime we can support a contimfifedt to
stem the growth of the DCCO colony by limiting thaccess to
preferred habitat.

Our Reasoning:

First, the use of lethal means in the preservaifaan
endangered species must mean that all other opteresbeen
exhausted, and that survival of the species is musediately
connected to predation, as in the case of the SiRdawer along
the Washington coast. This is not the case with D@@edation
of salmonids. It is also the case that, generBIFCO numbers
are well below historical records, and decliningeiew of
science is that reducing predation alone is natissluDCCO
and bird predation in general is a minor factor whempared
with habitat loss, pollution, and dam operationpamother
factors. Also, according to your own statistice fhiedation rates
are highly variable, as are the survival rateefdalmonids in
total.

WHAS also questions whether enough attention has
been paid to the method and practice of dredge djzpiosal in
the LCE, and in the operation of the dams. Dresjuysl
dispersal in the estuary and adjoining lands Ikistguestion,
outside of a few beneficial instances such as begaknish-
ment. Credible anecdotal evidence exists of spaisg layered
atop existing streaked horned lark nests, for ma The idea
of dumping of spoils well offshore should be reddased, with
emphasis on replenishment of the beaches nortls@utti of the
river's mouth. There is also some scientific andalotal
evidence to suggest that the loss of the Sprirghé&ts on the
Columbia, that helped flush and hide smolts froedators, has
resulted in much greater mortality.

WHAS believes these are authentic concerns tha hav
not been addressed by the Corps and that thererrepiions to
the killing of the East Sand Island DCCO.

WHAS Summer Picnic Impressions

Images by Larry Brandt
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Birding and Leisure in Southern Arizona — part two

By Margaret Green

The first phase of the Green'’s spring trip to Anadound us
wending our way from the New Mexican border, slowly
westward from one birding hot spot to another. rizemcounter
with enthusiastic birders provided additional tipsgreat spots
to visit.

During our 3-day stay in Patagonia, we took one
afternoon to head west to one of those recommendatPena
Blanca Lake, a lovely and quite large lake nedthedty
scrublands near rugged cliffs and canyons. The lialsea

: b LA ena Blanea takey
wonderful walking trail along its perimeter, as s picnic
tables and camping sites, but is sparsely populated is 10
miles from I-19 and any development. During oyplexation of
the lakeside trail we sighted Neotropical and Deutrested
Cormorants, Mallard Duck and Pied-billed Grebe e Shngbirds
were more interesting, with a mix of riparian amdamd species,
including Black Phoebe near the water, Say’'s Photble-
throated Flycatcher, Greater Road Runner, and Bladated
Sparrows in the dry scrub. The lush willows atevatedge held
Yellow and Wilson’s Warblers, and a Green Herone tied to
morph an American Kestrel into an Aplomado Falcamnafity)
with no luck. The highlight of that side adventwas terrific
views of a Zone-tailed Hawk, a really rare trelds. habit of
joining a group of Turkey or Black Vultures and iating their
flight pattern, allows it to easily sneak up onypbefore diving
for the kill. Upon recommendations from a locah&rman we
wandered away from the lake into the canyons acdwriered
the border patrol dealing with some cross-countryelers.
These encounters are a bit unsettling and haveedaussto shy
away from dry camping in isolated areas. The casytd yield
some very social Rock Wrens and the lovely descgnstong of
a far off Canyon Wren echoing from canyon walls.

The corridor along I-19 between Nogales at the
Mexican border and SW Tucson is a plethora of histnd
natural gems. Running parallel to 1-19 is the 8&@ruz River.
This is not a large river; we would call it a crebkit water in dry
country is where one migrates to find wildlife. €Fl are points
where you can access the Juan Bautista de Anzardti
Historical Trail (known locally as the “Anza traihich often
travels along the river. We stopped at the Missibfiumacacori
National Historic Park. For $3 or free with a GaidEagle Pass
you can explore the large grounds with native pliéatas well as
gardens and an orchard, which attract the manytsatsy Here
we also saw Cooper’s Hawks and three swallow spétie

Rough-winged, Cliff, and Barn, all swooping arouhd mission.
From the mission we traveled 5 miles north on tbethge road
along I-19 to the quaint town of Tubac where menthaell
hand made wares; this would have been a fun doeisive
hadn’t been so focused on covering as much birdingory as
possible. We accessed the Anza Tail from neacitiigark.
The sycamores and willows along the river weredtiGila
Woodpeckers, Bell's vireos, and warblers, with AlseFowhee
found along the path and Gray Hawks soaring ovethea

With a deadline to meet, we moved north on 1-19
(saving the Chili Factory near Tubac for anothig) troward one
of our most favorite places and the promise of &hed@rogan.
Madera Canyon is deep in the Santa Rita Mountaidgust 50
miles south of Tucson. We had failed to get a ramywhere in
the canyon due to it being “high season”, thougnetare
probably less than 25 rooms in the canyon and texiea. Our
favorite layover has always been the Bog Springsjiggound, a
$10 first come-first serve Forest Service campgdonm the
hillside, a beautiful spot, where one can look ith® canopy to
observe, warblers, chickadees and titmice whilaxia in your
lawn chairs. The canyon has fabulous hiking tfade leisurely
to strenuous. It is a must see for birders whit 8& Arizona.

We had heard the Elegant Trogan had been spotied fr
the road’s-end rest area, which has many very aliyspaced
picnic tables and the trailheads venturing intorttontains.
Though one had been seen at 6:30 AM that mornieglidn’t

Elegant Trogon by Dominic Sherony

arrive until about 10:00 AM. The hunt began. Fritv@ parking
lot we found the only Townsend Solitaire of th@tia high
elevation thrush-like bird and many woodpecker ggecJohn
accosted a hiker exiting a trailhead, and askedtabogan; the
man was not a birder, but suggested wayyyyy ufCtreie
Nation Trail. So . . . since the Tucson Audubon siebhad said
a Black-Throated Green Warbler had been seen onr#tila 1l ¥4
mile up, that's where we headed. We were not gisayped. It
was a wonderful, though strenuous hike, but we dottarbling,
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Hutton’s, Plumbeous, and Cassin’s Vireos, Bridl@d®use,
and watched nesting Northern Flickers, and Housend/r
feeding young.

At one point, there was so much activity, we stapime
sit on a huge boulder beside the small creek, ehdld in a
flock of Townsend’s Warbler, we spotted the Blabkstated
Green Warbler with its green back distinguishinfyam the
Townsend'’s, only our second time to see this bietlelt was a
very nice respite, but we were on a mission to fiedan, so we
continued to climb, and to climb and climb. Thahabout 3
miles and over our pounding hearts and heavy breptthe
sound came — rather like a turkey, but more lik@arse barking
dog — the trogan. They are a large but very tibiid and silent
travelers, so we very slowly and carefully begarvimg forward
on the trail, which skirted the rim of a deep, &iesl canyon. We
could hear the bird far below. We quietly moved &men
crouched to our knees listening. Then at the fmthest depth
of the canyon probably 100 yards away, in a tree tiee creek,
we spotted him, still calling. We watched for 3thaies seeing
him fly silently from tree to tree, waiting for MisRight to
respond to his calls, | am sure. We left him iagee our heart
soaring with triumph and the thrill of seeing sachpecial
creature. Mission accomplished and time to head on

As we drove out of the canyon, we couldn’t help
ourselves and took a detour to Florida Canyon,acamgon north
to search for the Rufous-capped Warbler, whichidees found
there the last couple years. It is a Mexican gsettiat shows up
almost yearly in some SE Arizona locations, butsitdered a
special find. We saw one 3 years ago in this cangat even
after 2 % hours of difficult rock scrambling andshwhacking
along the creek, we did not find the bird. We db partake in
electronic calling of birds for ethical reasonsgdseided to leave
the bird to its solitary activities for another dags we exited the
canyon we were delighted to see Phainopepla rathardant in
the shrub along the roadside.

Little did we know, we saved the very best destimat
for the last stop back south and west off I-19ve®al years ago
we camped near the border at Buenas Aires Natidfidlife

Refuge (and that’s another story). We learnedmibsected area
of restricted use that is managed by the RefugewB Canyon

is accessible only to those joining the twice-monguided

hikes or to those paying to stay in the canyohatQasita. Since
our first visit to the refuge, we were intrigued the thought of
visiting Brown Canyon, so we scheduled to join 1ifeo hikers

for the guided hike and a two-day stay in the @askn amateur
botanist, historian and naturalist volunteer leddbailous hike 2
% miles into and up the canyon. Once the hikelcaied, we
were the only humans in the canyon for our two-stay. It was
a true delight of solitude with only wild creaturfes neighbors.
An early morning walk up a wash introduced Westerd
Summer Tanagers, Bullock’s Oriole, Canyon Towhee, a
Lucifer's Hummingbird, and Yellow-breasted ChaturO
morning breakfasts were eaten on the front porchefCasita,
though we managed little eating with all the biotiaty in the
trees above. The warblers flitted through, mangsetwvoices
were not familiar, but we had certain sightingsiefmit,
Virgina's & Tennesse Warbler, two life bird’s footh of us. In
the guest log for the Casita, | read that durirgieek prior to
our stay, a visitor’s early morning walk found therith a large
male cougar blocking their return route to the teadiut patience
cleared the path as the big cat ambled up the Tk rare and

g e, -
endangered Jaguar is also known to visit the caayonwe
heard coyote and something unnamed calling eeritiié night.
The mystery and the Casita beckon us for futurgssta

We reluctantly left this place and SE Arizona tadhe
northward toward home. For our trip through Catifa, we
took 395 east of the Sierra’s by way of the lov@lyen’s Valley.
East of Yosemite lies Mono Lake, which lies closéhe
highway and worthy of a visit. We spent early mioghhours
finding Avocet, White Pelican, Western Sandpip&ilack-billed
Magpie, Clark’s Nutcracker, and hundreds of Eareeb@s,
which congregate in the thousands during nestingelater in

| the spring. As we headed northward, we stoppé&tbatzanar, a

Birdfest & Bluegrass 2014 in Ridgefield

Join the Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife fege and
the Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge staff on ©©ber 4th
and 5th to celebrate the coming of fall and thielve that
make the Refuge their home. More at
http://ridgefieldfriends.org/birdfest/

World War Il Internment Camp of great historicalponmtance
and a place for reflection. Its very austere aesbthte landscape
held so many for so long. A Red-eyed vireo appktoeell us
this could be a better place when it is suitedhéihhabitants.

We logged 3600 miles and observed 158 species, and
many special placedVe will return for the richness it offers and
hope many of you will be inspired to do so also.
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Birdwatching in Australia

By Larry Brandt

Earlier this year my wife and | were fortunate egloto
spend 3+ weeks motoring the southeast coast ofdliast The
primary purpose of our outing was to visit my umaigy
roommate in Brisbane and see relatives in MelbaurBet, as
you know, there is always time for a bit of birdtelg@ng!

Our first stay was in Brisbane which is the largest
metropolitan area in Queensland. Below our hetsible from
our room, was a small park frequented by the lunch
crowd, kids and street vendors. Instead of scassng
like crows, blackbirds, rock doves and sparrows, we
were pleased to see dozens of white ibis eatind foo
scraps (grrrr) and insects. We soon joined thema fo
McDonalds ice cream.

On our second day in Brisbane we visited
friends living on the edge of a reserve. Oventea
watched a number of rainbow lorikeets at their
backyard feeder. Rainbow lorikeets are a colorful,
mid-sized parrot found on the entire East Coast.
Australia has 54 species of parrots, lorikeets, ;
parakeets and cockatoos. Unfortunate for us, some :
are only found in Tasmania and Western Australia. =
We photographed nine species during our stay.

Our third day in Brisbane included a cruise on the
Brisbane river and a visit to a koala sanctuarye $&w sulfur-
crested cockatoo, red-tailed cockatoo, rainbovkési, eclectus
parrot, laughing kookaburra I3
(their national bird), tawny
frogmouth (a nocturnal bird), |
bush stone-curlew, bush
turkey, emu (how exciting!),
Australian wood duck,
powerful owl, noisy miner,
and brahminy kite. Back in
Brisbane at Roma street park
we saw torresian crow,
purple swamp hen, northern
mallard duck and more white
ibis.

Our next opportunity to bird watch was in the Blue
Mountains about 150-km north of Sydney. We saw
rainbow lorikeets, a wedge-tailed eagle and red-
browed finches. We were also fortunate enough to
photograph a goanna--a six foot long monitor lizard
wandering through our picnic lunch. Driving south,
we stopped for snacks in Coolangatta where we
enjoyed a willie wagtail, Australian magpie, grey
butcherbird, flock of Australia wood ducks and eilv
gull.

Staying in Port Macquairie we watched the
dolphins in the bay from our hotel window. Thdditestuary
adjacent to our hotel provided photos of rainboskkets, house
sparrow, Australian pelican, little black cormorasiack-backed
butcherbird, chestnut-breasted mannikin, cattletetpush stone-
curlew and nankeen night heron.

We dared the rustic at a wilderness resort northvegst
of the Hunter Valley (known for its quality vineyts). |

photographed a blue-winged kookaburra, magpie-litle, grey
gull, scaly-breasted lorikeet, Australian crow, @ehe swallow,
noisy friarbird, noisy miner, eastern yellow rolfihere are 16
species of robin in Australia) and more red-broiedhes. Our
cabin seemed like the community center for ninéezased
kangaroos and several wallabies. We had constampany! In
Melbourne we saw black swans, dusky robin and g@ah
N gorgeous pink and gray parrot).

We drove west of
Melbourne about 45 minutes to
a reserve to see koalas in the
wild. It was quite hot so all our
sightings were of koalas
sleeping in gum trees--but we
saw many. Bird photos
included an 18-inch tall sulfur-
crested cockatoo eating berries
in a tree above out picnic table,
a little eagle, cape barren
goose, scarlet-chested parrot,
2} ) : emu, black currawong (also
called forest raven), black-necked stork, wandewhgstling
duck, chestnut teal, white-headed stilt and blaxkdd dotterel.

From Melbourne back to Sydney we spread our drive
along the coast over two days. My photos inclugéed
cormorant and a little pied cormorant, white ibis,
Australian raven, osprey and more each of rainbow
lorikeet, bush stone-curlew, magpie-lark, galah.

There are 25 species of doves (pigeons) in
Australia. Do you think | could find any other theock
doves? On the last hours of our last day down mide
got a poor picture of a crested pigeon sitting anilay
wire in a pouring rain storm. The day was saved!

There are 842 species of resident and migratory
birds in Australia. The majority of these can berfd on
the east coast of the country from Brisbane to
Melbourne. Most of this area, except for the towss
low-altitude dry and rough eucalyptus forest. Hogrethere
seems little point in hiking deep into underbrusits the
underbrush comes right up
to the roads. Most of the
roads, except for freeways,
are one or two lane dirt or
asphalt with wide
shoulders for cars to get
out of the way of barreling
semis. The shoulders are
excellent for bird
watching.

| opted to take a camera instead of binocularfiablt
could more easily document sightings. | think &sma good
idea! | bought a 200 to 400-mm zoom lens from Aomeist
before we departed. | photographed 78 species twatid
identify. Another 12 out-of-focus bird picturesliwemain
forever as unknown.
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Loving Hummingbirds to Death

By Kimberly Mason (Excerpt fromhttp://www.almostdailynews.com/2012/06/08/hummimgdbidont-love-them-to-death/
Part two -- Reprinted with permission
If you missed the first part about the care of Hunyhirds check the July/August 2014 issue of thestféhon our website at
http://whistler.willapahillsaudubon.org

Western Washington Hummingbirds

The most common visitor in western Washington gasde
the Rufous Hummingbird. The Rufous Hummingbird male is known
as the most aggressive of all the hummingbirdsdé#s not tolerate the
presence of other males at “their” feeders andachitise anyone who
dares to enter their territory.

The male has a rufous head and back (sometimeatiguti
with a little green), a white breast and an orangelygorget. The
females have a green back, light rufous sides ammdamy white breast.
Anna’s Hummingbirds have been known to hang around all winter i
western Washington backyards. According to Coradirds of North
America, the Anna’s Hummingbird has moved northwardreasing
their range, taking advantage of the feeding opdties in gardens
filled with exotic, ornamental plants and the humgfiird lovers

catering to their nectar needs throughout the winte

The Anna’s Hummingbird female is less
conspicuously garbed than the male, wearing a quiet
combination of grey and iridescent green. The Malea’s
carries an impressive rose red “bib” that covessemtire
head and neck. Both males and females have iridesce
emerald green backs and grayish underparts.

The Calliope Hummingbird has been seen in
western Washington recently (the sighting of diQa¢ on
the westside always causes the Tweeters to gittiea li

twitterpated), but it is a rare visitor here and
prefers the east side and the mountains. The
Calliope is smaller than the resident Rufous
Hummingbirds. The males’ gorget feathers are
long pinkish red streaks of color extending from
under the bill and down their throat.
Hummingbirds are the sparkling jewels o
summer. If you decide to commit the time and
energy to care for them, they will reward you wit
the gift of their beauty, their easy buzzy-charms,
remarkable aerial displays, and quirky antics.
If you don’t have the time or energy to commit to
their scrupulous care, consider planting a
hummingbird garden instead.
Visit the
http://www.almostdailynews.com/galleries/humminglsitrto see more close-up shots.

Female Rufous Hummlngbl ©'2012 Kimberly Mason almostdailynews.com

Thank’s to Larry Turner for making this article ilsle.
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WHAS Programs and Field Trips

WHAS events are free and open to the public (Urdéissrwise noted). Check the website calendatfetdtest information and updates.

Saturday, September 13, Vaux Swifts

Join the WHAS swift counting crew on Saturday, S&fth, to get a one-hour encounter with the sauthd migration of Vaux's
Swifts as they pour into the chimney of the Caf@eé building in Rainier around sunset. The birdsnebst there for the night
before heading for Chapman School in Portland amtg south. Meet at the flagpole in front of RemCity Hall -- 1st Street &
Highway 30 -- at 6:45 pm with blanket and chaindaulars and/or scope, camera, and a snack. Thiseafun for kids and adults
too. For more info and to sign up, contact trigder Darrel Whipple at 503-556-9838 or dwhipple @m@d.com .

Saturday, October 25, Ridgefield National WildlifeRefuge

We will be visiting Ridgefield NWR, leaving Longwiefrom the Green’s house (which is now green iroctdo.) for carpooling, at
8:00 AM, returning to Longview between 12:00 and0lPM. Dress for the weather, but we will spendnud the time on the auto
route, with a couple short walks. Bring a snact aater or beverage. We are expecting migrantnfeatd, cranes, eagles, and
hawks as well as the resident birds. To sign upgaet details, call John Green at 360-575-9238wailggreen2317@aol.com.

Saturday, December 6, Annual Lake Sacajawea Bird Wk and Social

This has been an annual event for almost 10 ya&ieswill meet at 8:30 AM at Hemlock Square and Kexsat Lake Sacajawea in
Longview, to spend a couple hours checking oubitelife before retiring to the Green’s. We wilive tea, coffee, or chocolate and
some shacks available in the dry and warmth whée/ivng backyard birds. The conversation is alwfysand lively. To sign up,
call John Green at 360-575-9238 or er@iéen2317@aol.com

Christmas Bird Count dates for 2014
Cowlitz-Columbia: Thursday, Jan. 1, 2015 Leadegaturday, Dec. 20 Wahkiakum: Tuesday, Dec. 30
Check the winteWhistlerin December for all the details on how to sigramp where to meet up.

The Mission of the Willapa Hills Audubon Societyassupport ecologically responsible ways of life help
maintain biologically diverse habitats, and to prat@ environmental understanding and enjoyment tfrea

Check out our website at www.willapahillsaudubon.og




