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With the state Audubon office supporting Initiative
937, to have the state's largest utilities getting 15
percent of their energy from renewable sources by
2020, it seemed ironic that the July 20 edition of
Audubon Newswire should tell of Audubon
Washington's joining with the Blue Mountain chapter
and another group to appeal Klickitat County's
approval of a wind farm in the
county. Another item in that
issue said that Audubon New
York was going to use wind
power for all of the electricity
in its New York offices,
purchasing renewable energy
certificates from a wind farm
in Nebraska that had been
"sited with minimal impact to
birds."
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An article in the Aug. 13th Oregonian said that New
York already has adopted standards and must have 25
percent of its energy renewable by 2013. California,
which buys power from the Northwest, is aiming for

20 percent by 2017. And Oregon's Governor Ted
Kulongoski has suggested that Oregon set a goal of 25
percent by 2025. According to the article, 19 states
and the District of Columbia have adopted renewable
standards, and another three have set targets.

The article about the Klickitat protest said that
Audubon had worked with the developers of other
projects there to site them properly, but that the
developer of Windy Point Partners "has insisted on
placing turbines along the ridge where eagles nest."
Another document showed that the applicant is Kurt
Humphrey, NW area manager of Cannon Power
Corporation in Portland, which is listed as a California
corporation.

Two other wind projects in Klickitat are probably the
ones which had cooperated with Audubon. One, the
White Creek Wind Project, has four participants, the
Cowlitz PUD, the Kilickitat PUD, Lakeview Light and
Power, and Tanner Electric Cooperative. It is expected
to start generating power in late 2007. The other one,
the Big Horn Project, was forecast to go on line this
summer. It is being developed by PPM Energy, a
Portland subsidiary of Scottish Power, which will sell
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the electricity to three California public utilities,
reported to be Modesto, Santa Clara and Redding.

Wind power is a clean and renewable source of energy,
but it can be hazardous for birds in the wrong places. It
is good to know that the other developers cooperated
with Audubon, and one can hope that the appeal will

be upheld.

Audubon Washington Presented With
Environmental Innovators Award for
Historic Legal Settlement on State
Forests

Seattle, WA, August 3, 2006 - Audubon Washington
was one of the select conservation and forestry
organizations honored this year by the Washington
Policy Center. On July 25, 2006, Audubon Washington
received the prestigious Environmental Innovators
Award, which is presented to organizations that
successfully solve complex conservation and
environmental issues.

Audubon Washington was honored for their work
helping to settle a complex legal case about logging on
state forestlands.

In the fall of 2004, Washington's Board of Natural
Resources adopted a new 10-year forest plan and
logging target for 1.4 million acres of western
Washington state forests. The plan called for a 30%
increase in logging over existing levels. Most of the
logging was slated to be clear-cutting, and there would
be significant increases in logging of sensitive areas
such as old forests that are habitat for northern spotted
owls. A coalition of 4 organizations (Washington
Environmental Council, Audubon Washington,
Conservation Northwest, and Olympic Forest
Coalition) challenged the state's failure to evaluate
impacts on salmon and spotted owls, and to consider
less environmentally-damaging options.

The resulting settlement was important to the 37
vulnerable species of birds that depend on
Washington's forests. It also provides much-needed
certainty about how working forests can continue to
bring revenue and jobs to local communities, while still
preserving intact older forest for birds, other animals,
and people. This agreement sets the stage for additional
collaboration between everyone using our forests.



