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WHAS at the Cowlitz County Fair
By Margaret Green

WHAS joined other groups again this year in the
Natural Resources tent at the Cowlitz County Fair. On
opening day, Smokey the Bear greeted the enthusiastic
young folks coming through the doorway. Then our
own Ron and Pat Schauer took over. Measuring a
child’s armspan to a bird’s wingspan was as popular as
ever, with grinning young customers leaving with their
“I am Mallard Duck size” stickers on their chests. Ron
and Pat expressed delight in their interactions with
children and adults alike. They saw over 150 in 4
hours. Volunteers Darrel Whipple, John Green, Ruth
Deery, Charlotte Persons, and Margaret Green greeted
and answered questions on Days 2 and 3. The stuffed
and mounted owls were a big hit and many people
were given Southwest Washington Birding Trail Maps.
This volunteer activity is a great way to spend a couple
hours talking to people about our group activities,
mission statement, and the birds we love so much, not
to mention enjoying those kids. Many thanks to those
who represented us; we hope more of you will take the
opportunity to participate next year. Contact Margaret
Green NOW to get on next year’s list. Email
jgreen2317@aol.com or call 360-575-9238.

Fun and Memorable WHAS Annual
Picnic

On July 16 Ruth Deery graciously invited all WHAS
members to the annual potluck picnic held in her
lovely back yard. Unlike last year when wet weather
forced us into her living room, the thirteen guests
enjoyed perfect weather—cool but sunny. Here are
some highlights. Russ Koppendrayer identified birds
by ear for us as we ate. Kali Robson described the
book she is writing about gardening with native
northwest plants, to be published next year by Timber
Press. After Margaret Green’s announcements about
the booth for the Cowlitz County Fair, Ruth Deery
described her intention to ask the Longview planning
department about instituting a program like Kelso’s
that encourages developers to landscape with native
plants. Charlotte Persons gave a conservation issues

update, which instigated John Nichols to play “devil's
advocate” to make us explain our opposition to
Initiative 933 and galvanized a lively discussion.
Wonderful company, food, and “atmosphere” made the
picnic one to be remembered.

Loggerhead Shrike by Tom Savannah, USFWS

Local Conservation Issues Update
By Charlotte Persons, Interim Conservation Chair

It has been a busy summer and promises to be an
interesting fall for conservation issues. Below is news
on four that directly affect the WHAS area: the coal-
gasification electric plant in Kalama; the copper mine
at Mt. St. Helens; the LNG plant in Bradwood, Oregon
across from Puget Island; and the ethanol plant in
Longview. | appreciate the help that many of you have
already given in the public debate about these projects.
Thanks again to all who have written comments, sent
in letters to the editor, or attended meetings. As these
issues are not yet resolved, we will need help again. If
you are not already on the Willapa Hills Audubon
yahoo group, contact me at 360-578-3949 or
cpersons@yahoo.com to get on a list of people who
will be informed of new developments.
Coal-gasification Plant in Kalama: On June 23
Washington Audubon Society Conservation
Chairs (WASCC) voted in favor of a resolution in
opposition to the plant as it is currently
planned—because of the large amounts of carbon
emissions. Stay alert for the 30-day comment
period that will be announced when a draft
Environmental Impact Statement is issued in
August or SeptemberContinued on Page 3)




