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Field Trip Schedule

We are reinvigorating the field
trip committee and will have
very infrequent meetings open
to anyone with ideas or
interests regarding field trip
activities. If you have ideas for
field trips, would be available

to lead a trip, or would like to be notified the next time
we have a committee meeting, please contact Pamela
Wright at audubon@zygops.com or 360-560-3772.

South Nemah Natural Resources Conservation
Area
Sunday May 6- 10am-1pm
Join noted botanist Cathy Maxwell for a guided plant
walk of the South Nemah Natural Resources
Conservation Area (NRCA). This 2,440 acre preserve
contains some of the last patches of relatively
undisturbed natural forest in the Willapa Hills.
Massive 300-year-old-plus western red cedar and Sitka
spruce trees are interspersed among younger forest that
regenerated after a 1921 windstorm. Plants that may
be found during the walk include wintergreen
(Gaultheria ovatifolia), coagoykinia (Boykinia
elata), and the inside-out-flower (Vancouveria
hexandra). This is an easy to moderate hike. Wear
clothes that are appropriate for the weather. Bring
food and water.
Contact Carlo Abbruzzese,
carlo.abbruzzese@dnr.wa.gov, 360-274-2056 to sign
up for this trip.

Fox Creek Trail Wildflowers
Saturday, May 19

Alleviate your feelings of nature deprivation and
discover a new opportunity to appreciate the respite
offered by natural spaces within urbanized areas. Join
Darrel Whipple for a short wildflower-oriented walk at
the Fox Creek Trail in Rainier, Oregon on Saturday,
May 19. We hope to catch the Inside-out Flower in
bloom as well as other local beauties, and of course
we’ll watch for tweeters as well. Meet at the Riverside
Community Church lot on C Street near 2nd Street
West in Rainier at 9am.

Silver Star Mountain
Saturday, June 16th
John Green will co-lead a hike along an old rocky road
to the top of Silver Star Mountain with Gerry LaPointe
of the Gifford Pinchot Task Force starting from the

trailhead at end of FR 4109. The hike is about 5 miles
round trip, with an elevation gain of 3,000 feet. The
Yacolt fire ravaged this area in 1902, resulting in an
even-aged forest, peppered with large meadows and
exposed rocky outcrops. The trail offers views of the
Portland/Vancouver metropolitan area, the Columbia
River, and four volcanic peaks in the distance. Silver
Star was named for the star shape formed by five
ridges when seen from an aerial view. Weather patterns
change quickly and can bring cold winds and fogs to
this area. Be prepared for diverse weather conditions.
Carpools will leave from Longview at about 9am. For
more information contact John Green at
jgreen2317@aol.com or 1-360-575-9238.

Bone River Canoe/Kayak Tour
June 30

The Washington Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) Natural Areas Programs will cosponsor a free
public tour of the spectacular Bone River Natural Area
Preserve (NAP) in Pacific County on June 30th. This
field trip will showcase the ecology and history of
these sites and will highlight DNR’s efforts to
eradicate the non-native Spartina.

The Bone River natural area contains some of the
highest quality examples of native coastal salt marsh
communities in Washington which include six distinct,
rare, salt marsh plant communities. The salt marshes
and associated mudflats also provide important habitat
for wintering waterfowl, shorebirds, elk, and the
uncommon plant, Henderson’s Checker-mallow. Rare
species such as marbled murrelets, Dunn’s salamander,
and bald eagles, make their homes in the upland forests
surrounding the marsh. Nutrient-laden estuaries are
among some of the most biologically rich ecosystems
on the planet and provide crucial habitat for young

fish, shellfish and crustaceans.

For further information or to sign up please contact
Carlo Abbruzzese, Pacific Cascade Region natural
areas manager, (360) 274-2056,
carlo.abbruzzese@dnr.wa.gov.
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