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President’s Message
By Betty Mayfield

An explosion July 24 took the top 10 feet off the 47-
foot Marmot Dam on the Sandy River, about 40 miles
southeast of Portland, Ore., to mark the beginning of
the removal of a number of dams scheduled over the
next few years. This is the largest dam ever removed in
Oregon. It was built in 1913 to power a trolley that
carried city dwellers out to the countryside.

Contractors for Portland General Electric will take
several weeks to finish demolishing the dam, and
winter storms will then wash out a temporary
construction dam upstream. Next year the 15-foot
Little Sandy Dam on the Little Sandy River will be
destroyed, and the 100-year-old manmade Roslyn
Lake, which has been used for water storage, will be
drained and the land restored to its natural contours.
The current concrete version of Marmot Dam dates to
1989 when it was rebuilt after a flood.

PGE decided to destroy Marmot, which produced
20,000 megawatts of electricity, enough for 12,000
homes, when the Bull Run Hydroelectric Project,
including the dams, came up for relicensing in 1999,
and it was determined that because of needed repairs
and construction upgrades to meet new environmental
standards, it would cost more to repair it than to
remove it and open up 90 miles of free flowing habitat.
Relicensing would cost $27.2 million and removal will
cost $20.4 million, said PGE spokesman Mark
Fryberg, according to The Oregonian.

Details of the removal have been worked out since
then, and the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
has prepared a hatchery in a new location for taking
eggs from wild parents for release in the river. In a
typical year, about 2,000 wild spring chinook, 1,000
wild steelhead and 2,000 wild coho swim upstream
from Marmot Dam, said Todd Alsbury, district
fisheries biologist. With better habitat, those numbers
could triple or quadruple, he said. Young fish should
benefit from the faster, colder water after the removal
of the dams.

PGE is donating 1,500 acres in the basin to the
Western Rivers Conservancy, which will convey it to
the BLM and acquire more land. The goal is to have a
9,000-acre recreational area in the basin, including a
13-mile conservation corridor along the Sandy and a 4-
mile corridor along the Little Sandy, said Josh Kling,
Western Rivers project manager.

Also scheduled for removal are dams on the White
Salmon River in Washington, the American Fork River
in Utah, and Oregon's Hood River and the Savage
Rapids Dam on the Rogue River.

In the Olympic Peninsula in Washington, demolition
had been expected to begin in 2009 on two dams on the
Elwha River - the108-foot Elwha Dam, completed in
1913, and the 210-foot Glines Canyon Dam, completed
in 1927 -  restoring 70 miles of fish habitat.

Last April, however, the Seattle Times reported that
the National Park Service had announced that two
water projects scheduled to be done before the dams
come down may take as long as five years to complete,
pushing the demolition starting date from 2009 to
2012. Two new water treatment plants will provide
clean water for Port Angeles, two fish hatcheries and a
paper mill.

Federal funds of $70 million for mitigation provided
for the Port Angeles plant and a sewer system, a raised
flood protection levee and a hatchery for the Lower
Elwha Klallam Reservation, located at the mouth of the
river.

Birding Trail to Get Wired
From the Audubon Washington Newswire, July 2007

SEATTLE – The Great Washington State Birding Trail
will soon hit the worldwide web. In mid-July, web
users will be able to browse online through the four
completed routes: the
Cascade, Olympic, and
Southwest loops, and the
Coulee Corridor. The
online version won’t be
a substitute for the full-
color paper maps,
featuring original bird
art by Washington
wildlife painter Ed
Newbold. These will still
be available for purchase
at
http://www.seattleaudub
on.org/natureshop.cfm?c
atID=374.

The online versions are designed to help promote the
birding trail overall and help visitors plan their trips
along the routes.




